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Tips for Talking
with Children

by Storyteller Uncle Mark deffers
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2. Show attention physic
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\\'ngb:;g contact, smiles, nods, a gentle

hand ona shoulder or back.

3. Take turns and participate
Make sure you are having a conversation.

4. Read nonverbal communication
Notice and put into words what you see
the child feeling and thinking... “It's a little
scary”, “You're really happy”.
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5. Respect the child’s language
Try not to correct the child's speech or
their ideas. Say “Show me”, or “Tell me
more about that”.

6. Listen

Focus on what the child says. Ask

clarifying questions, help the child to
— extend their ideas.
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Taken from ‘Who Am | In the Lives of Children’
An Introduction to Early Childhood Education 2009 pg. 334
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