RAN SAN HO

Khi néi dén ran san ho, ban c6 thé nghi no giéng nhu mdt tang d4 vay, nhung mot ran san ho thuc su
lai 1a mot cu trac séng. Céc ran san hd duge tao thanh tir nhiéu loai dong-thuc vat khac nhau (duoc
goi 12 tao). San ho thuc chét 14 nhitng dong vat nho ton tai dudi dang cac thé po-lip nho, thudc cling
nhom vé6i hai quy va stra bién. Chinh hang nghin khéi po-lip ndy da cing séng va 1am viéc v6i nhau dé
tao nén ran san ho.

Ran san ho 13 mot noi ruc rd mau sic. Ting dan cd da mau 1ao vao an cac po-lip san ho, tao va cac
dong vat khong xwong séng khéc. Ban sé& kinh ngac v6i cac gam mau séng dong va hinh dang dic biét
ctia bot bién, hai quy va san hd & day. Nhitng khéac biét vé mau sic nay dugce tao ra do san hd sinh
trrdng tai cac ran san hoé co6 mot mbi quan h¢ tuong hd rat doc dao véi tao don bao (thuc vat bién) séng
trong md ciia chung. Loai tao nay, duoc goi 1a zooxanthellae, khong chi mang lai sac mau tuyét dep
cho san ho ma con gitp chiing xay dung ran san hd. Cac mdi quan hé cong sinh va twong hd nhu thé
nay rat pho bién trén ran san ho.

Céc ran san ho c6 cac nhu cau cu thé dé phat trién va ton tai. Do do, chuing chi dugc tim théy & mot s6
khu vuc nhat dinh trén thé gidi, nhu khu vuc gan dudng xich dao noi nudc trong, 4m va nong. Nudc
trong 1a mot yéu tb rat quan trong vi cling gidng nhu thue vat, cac dong vat zooxanthellae phai nhan du
anh sang dé qua trinh quang hop dién ra.

Ran san ho cﬁng 1a mot hé sinh thai. N6 1a bé mit tra ngu cho téo thuc vat bién va cac déng vat khac
cling nhu gin ket ran san hd voi nhau. Ran san hé ciing cung cap cac khe, hdc va 1a noi 4n nau cho céac
loai dong vat song trong va trén ran san ho. Hang ngan dong thuc vat bién dugc hd tro boi ran san ho.
Chung an nau, sin moi, kiém an va sinh san bang cach sir dung cac tai nguyén tir ran san ho.

Tat ca cac loai dong vat khac nhau séng cung trén mot ran san hd lam cho no tré thanh mot hé théng da
dang sinh hoc dic biét. D6 1a 1y do tai sao d6i khi, ran san ho con duoc goi 1a "rirng nhiét ddi ctua bién
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CORAL REEF

You might think of a coral reef as a structure like a rock, but a coral reef is actually alive.
Coral reefs are made up of a many different animals and plants (called algae). Corals are
actually tiny animals called polyps that belong to the same group as sea anemones and
jellyfish. Coral reels are made up of thousands of these polyps living and working together to
build the reef.

The coral reef is a very colorful place. Brightly colored reef fish dart about, feeding on coral
polyps, algae, and invertenrates. Sponges, anemones, and corals will amaze you with vibrant
colors and unusual shapes. On a coral reef, these different colors are possible because reef-
building corals have a very unique mutualistic relationship with single-celled algae (marine
plants) that live within their tissues. These algae, called zooxanthellae, not only give the
corals their beautiful colors, but also help them to build the reef. Mutualistic relationships like
symbiosis are very common on the coral reef.



Coral reefs have very specific needs for growth and survival. As a result, they are only found
in certain parts of the world, near the equator where the water is clear, warm, and shallow.
Clear water is important because just like plants, the zooxanthellae must get enough light for
photosynthesis to take place.

The coral reef is also a habitat. It provide a surface for algae, marine plants, and other
animals to attach themselves and cement the reef together. The reef also provides crevices,
caves, and hiding places for the animals that live in and on the reef. Thousands of marine
plants and animals are supported by the coral reef. They hide, hunt, feed and reproduce
using resources from the reef.

All the different animals that live on a coral reef make it a very diverseHabitat. That's why
sometimes, the coral reef is called the “rain forest of the sea”.



